
Sea Turtle Nesting Season

Rebuilding the Lighthouse

Upcoming Events

We’ve had 66 loggerhead sea turtle nests so far this 
year on St. George, compared to 73 last year, and 
the nesting season is about over.  We are mostly 
monitoring nests now, to note hatchings and 
evaluate the nest after the babies have emerged 
and made their way to the water.  Eighteen nests 
have already hatched this year so far, and we are 
having a large and preventable number of 
disorientations – baby turtles crawling towards lights 
left on in houses or pools at night, that confuse their 
sense of orientation to the horizon over the water.  
It’s sad to find the dead hatchlings in a pool or under 
a garage where lights were left on.  Please do your 
part to reduce as much as possible all nighttime 
lighting on the island – illuminate your walkway or 
stairs for safety, but not the street, and not the 
building itself, and definitely not the beach!.  Our 
dark skies and beaches are one of the most special 
things about the natural environment we have here, 
so let’s protect, preserve, and promote it!  

The project to rebuild the Little St. George 
lighthouse on St. George is moving along.  The 
lantern room has been restored, and is on 
display near what will be the ultimate location 
of the rebuilt lighthouse:  in the public park 
area just to the south of where the road from 
the bridge abuts Gulf Beach Drive, in the 
center of the island. For more information, see 
www.stgeorgelight.org.

A very productive partnering of grant funding, 
volunteer labor from the Civic Club, and prison 
labor gave birth this year to a set of beautiful 
wooden boardwalks on public access points 
throughout the center section of the island. 
Volunteers also installed sand fencing to help 
with natural re-building of the dunes, and 
planted thousands of native grasses and 
groundcover to help stabilize the dunes as they 
are rebuilding. 

Two big local events are on tap for the first weekends in October and November.  Sponsored by the St. George 
Island Merchants Association, the Oyster Spat Festival on St. George Island is on October 5-7.  See 
www.oysterspat.com for details.  And, Apalachicola will host the annual Florida Seafood Festival on November 2-3. 
See www.floridaseafoodfestival.com for more information. 
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