
Excellent Closing in the Plantation, 12/02/08

Fall in Northwest Florida, 10/31/08
Living on St. George Island has a natural effect on your 
eyes and ears - you learn to slow down and notice things 
in nature that you might have missed in a less rural, more 
manufactured existence - and we've all been there. One 
of my favorite drives in the northwest Florida panhandle is 
what some folks might call the most boring drive ever -
US 65 south from I-10 down to the coast. It goes through 
miles and miles of national forest, mostly stands of pine 

…As a group, we found and marked 
168 nests this year, all loggerhead 
sea turtles, from the entrance to the 
State Park down to Sikes Cut. This is 
the highest number of recorded

Final Turtle Report of the Season, 10/22/08

Well, not to brag, but one of my customers just closed on a fabulous 
home in the exclusive Plantation development on St. George Island. 
He bought a really nice house on a half acre lot with peekaboo
views of the gulf, beautifully decorated and furnished down to the 
forks and spoons, for $328,000. This is an excellent deal, the best in 
the Plantation in the last 5 years, in my opinion. 

And look at those smiles!...

trees, with the occasional cypress thicket and swampy creeks and estuaries of the bay that lead eventually to the 
Gulf of Mexico. You lose cell phone coverage for about 40 minutes going through there, and the towns are small, 
far between, and unincorporated. There is one gas station along the way, but not open at night or on Sundays, 
for sure….

nests since we began keeping daily records in 1998. Numbers 
were high all over Florida, as well as in Georgia and the Carolinas 
St. George Island had the most nests in the Florida panhandle of
any other beach, and our nests were concentrated inside the 
Plantation, on the western end of the island. Little St. George, the 
next island to our west, had about 40 nests, which is high for 
them, …Of the 168 marked nests, 82 were washed away in high 
surf…The other 86 nests hatched, with varying degrees of 
success. Overall, during nest evaluations, we counted 9491 eggs,
of which 8010 were hatched eggs, meaning we had a huge 
number of babies on the beach this year! …

strange plants given 
to me by friends. Let 
me know what you 
think. 
This is called (what 
else?) a starfish plant, 
given to me by my 
good friend Mary 
Agnes. I have never 
seen such a bloom….

Flowers, Both Common and 
Strange, 9/22/08
Tis the season of butterflies and fall flowers on 
St. George Island. I'm also growing a few

…And finally, the ultimate scuba or snorkeling 
mask - this one has definitely belonged to the 
gulf for quite some time, but I guess she 
decided to go ahead give it up with the latest tall

Beach Stuff After the Storm, 9/4/08
Another lucky day on the beach at 
dawn this morning - it started raining 
about halfway through my walk, but I 
had already marked one new turtle 
nest by that time, and I picked up the 
little hamburger bean at right in the 
grasses left by our high surf from the 
last few days. 

Another Lucky Day…, 8/2/08

Now you see why they call it a hamburger bean??...

waves.

No, I did not try to take it 
home and clean it up...!

Snippets from Susan’s Blog, 2008
(see more at www.stgeorgewired.com)


